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HEARING DECISION 

Following Petitioner’s request for a hearing, this matter is before the undersigned 
Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 and 400.37; 7 CFR 273.15 to 273.18; 
42 CFR 431.200 to 431.250; 42 CFR 438.400 to 438.424; 45 CFR 99.1 to 99.33; and 45 
CFR 205.10; and Mich Admin Code, R 792.11002.  After due notice, a telephone 
hearing was held on January 23, 2019, from Lansing, Michigan.  The Petitioner was 
represented by herself.  The Department of Health and Human Services (Department) 
was represented by Aundrea Jones Hearing Facilitator. Department Exhibit 1, pp. 1-44 
was received and admitted.   

ISSUE 

Did the Department properly determine Petitioner’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) 
and Medical Assistance (MA) benefits? 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the competent, material, and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact: 

1. Petitioner was a recipient of FAP benefits receiving $54 per month. 

2. Petitioner was a recipient of MA-G2S with a deductible amount of $670. 

3. Following a new application Petitioner was awarded $15 in FAP benefits effective 
December 1, 2018. (Ex. 1, pp. 39-40) 

4. On December 10, 2018, Petitioner requested hearing disputing FAP benefit 
amount and failure to process medical bills. 

5. Petitioner submitted a letter from , but it did not contain 
sufficient information to process it towards her deductible. (Ex.1, pp. 42-43) 
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6. Petitioner submitted medical bills in December 2018 that have not been processed. 

7. The Department agreed at hearing to process medical bills submitted in December 
2018. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011. 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the 
collective term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 
as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25.  The Department (formerly known as the Department 
of Human Services) administers the MA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 400.10, 
and MCL 400.105-.112k.   

MA Only 
This item completes the Group 2 MA income eligibility process. 
Income eligibility exists for the calendar month tested when: 
• There is no excess income. 
• Allowable medical expenses (defined in EXHIBIT I) equal or exceed the excess 
income. 
When one of the following equals or exceeds the group's excess income for the month 
tested, income eligibility exists for the entire month: 
• Old bills (defined in EXHIBIT IB). 
• Personal care services in clients home, (defined in Exhibit ID), Adult Foster Care 
(AFC), or Home for the Aged (HA) (defined in EXHIBIT ID). 
• Hospitalization (defined in EXHIBIT IC). 
• Long-term care (defined in EXHIBIT IC). 
When one of the above does not equal or exceed the group's excess income for the 
month tested, income eligibility begins either: 
• The exact day of the month the allowable expenses exceed the excess income. 
• The day after the day of the month the allowable expenses equal the excess 
income. 
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In addition to income eligibility, the fiscal group must meet all other financial eligibility 
factors for the category processed. However, eligibility for MA coverage exists only for 
qualified fiscal group members. A qualified fiscal group member is an individual who 
meets all the nonfinancial eligibility factors for the category processed. BEM 545 
(October 2017) 

In this case, Petitioner submitted medical bills in December 2018 for medical services 
she received in June 2018. The Department agreed at hearing to process those bills 
and apply them to Petitioner’s deductible. The Department also agreed to process 
medical and dental bills and adjust FAP benefits is that is warranted. BEM 545 

With regard to FAP benefits, Petitioner disputed her FAP allotment. Petitioner’s benefit 
was higher in previous months because she was incorrectly given heat and utility 
deduction when she was not responsible for those expenses. Petitioner did not dispute 
the income amount budgeted by the Department or the amount of shelter expense. 
Petitioner receives $1,408 in unearned income. After deducting the $158 standard 
deduction, Petitioner has $  in net income. A recipient who has $  in net 
income is entitled to $15 in monthly FAP benefit. This is the amount determined by the 
Department and it is proper and correct. BEM 556, 7 CFR § 273.9 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined Petitioner’s FAP benefit amount. 
The Department did not act in accordance with Department policy when it failed to 
process medical bills submitted by Petitioner  



Page 4 of 5 
18-013190 

DECISION AND ORDER 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED IN PART with respect to FAP 
benefit and REVERSED IN PART with respect to failure to process medical bills.   

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

1. Process medical bills provided by Petitioner. 

2. Issue supplement for increased FAP benefits if Petitioner is entitled to FAP 
increase. 

3. Active MA coverage if Petitioner deductible is met. 

AM/nr Aaron McClintic 
Administrative Law Judge 
for Robert Gordon, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 

NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Order in circuit court within 30 days of 
the receipt date.  A copy of the circuit court appeal must be filed with the Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System (MAHS).   

A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Order if the request is 
received by MAHS within 30 days of the date the Order was issued. The party 
requesting a rehearing or reconsideration must provide the specific reasons for the 
request.  MAHS will not review any response to a request for 
rehearing/reconsideration.  

A written request may be mailed or faxed to MAHS.  If submitted by fax, the written 
request must be faxed to (517) 763-0155; Attention:  MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration 
Request. 

If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows: 

Michigan Administrative Hearings 
Reconsideration/Rehearing Request 

P.O. Box 30639 
Lansing, Michigan  48909-8139 
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DHHS Jeanenne Broadnax 
25637 Ecorse Rd. 
Taylor, MI 
48180 

Wayne 18 County DHHS- via electronic 
mail 

BSC4- via electronic mail 

M. Holden- via electronic mail 

D. Sweeney- via electronic mail 

D. Smith- via electronic mail 

EQAD- via electronic mail 

Petitioner  
 

, MI 
 


