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HEARING DECISION 
 

Following Petitioner’s request for a hearing, this matter is before the undersigned 
Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 and 400.37; 42 CFR 431.200 to 
431.250.  After due notice, a telephone hearing was held on May 1, 2018, from Lansing, 
Michigan.  Petitioner was represented by himself.  The Department of Health and 
Human Services (Department) was represented by , AP Supervisor. 
Department Exhibit 1, pp. 1-386 was received and admitted.   
 

ISSUE 
 

Whether the Department properly determined that Petitioner was no longer disabled for 
purposes of the State Disability Assistance (SDA) benefit programs?     
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the competent, material, and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact: 
 
1. Petitioner was a recipient of SDA. 

2. The Medical Packet was sent to the Medical Review Team on 
. 

3. On , the Medical Review Team sent notification alleging that 
Petitioner was not responsive or cooperative with the Medical Review Team’s 
attempts to contact him. 

4. Petitioner credibly testified at hearing that he received no written requests or phone 
calls requesting information for the review. 
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5. The Department did not present any proof regarding what attempts were made to 

obtain information from Petitioner. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and Department of Health and Human Services 
Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program, which provides financial assistance for 
disabled persons, was established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department administers the 
SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 400.10 et seq. and Mich Admin Code, 
Rules 400.3151 – 400.3180.  A person is considered disabled for SDA purposes if the 
person has a physical or mental impariment which meets federal Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) disability standards for at least ninety days.  Receipt of SSI benefits based 
on disability or blindness, or the receipt of MA benefits based on disability or blindness, 
automatically qualifies an individual as disabled for purposes of the SDA program.   
 
Responsibility to Cooperate  
All Programs  
Clients must cooperate with the local office in determining initial and ongoing eligibility. This 
includes completion of necessary forms; see Refusal to Cooperate Penalties in this item.  
Clients must completely and truthfully answer all questions on forms and in interviews.  The 
client might be unable to answer a question about himself or another person whose 
circumstances must be known. Allow the client at least 10 days (or other timeframe 
specified in policy) to obtain the needed information. BAM 105 (January 2018) 
 
In this case, the Department failed to present sufficient proof that Petitioner was not 
cooperative with the review of his SDA eligibility. Petitioner credibly testified that he 
received no requests for information either in writing or by telephone.  
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
meet its burden to establish that Petitioner refused to cooperate pursuant to BAM 105.   
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DECISION AND ORDER 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s determination is REVERSED. 
 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO INITIATE THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE THE ORDER WAS ISSUED: 
 
1. Reinstate SDA going back to the date of closure. 

2. Process a review of Petitioner’s medical eligibility for SDA 

 
 

 
  

AM/bb Aaron McClintic  
 Administrative Law Judge 

for Nick Lyon, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Order in circuit court within 30 days of 
the receipt date.  A copy of the circuit court appeal must be filed with the Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System (MAHS).   
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Order if the request is 
received by MAHS within 30 days of the date the Order was issued. The party 
requesting a rehearing or reconsideration must provide the specific reasons for the 
request.  MAHS will not review any response to a request for 
rehearing/reconsideration.  
 
A written request may be mailed or faxed to MAHS.  If submitted by fax, the written 
request must be faxed to (517) 335-6088; Attention:  MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration 
Request. 
 
If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows: 
 

Michigan Administrative Hearings 
Reconsideration/Rehearing Request 

P.O. Box 30639 
Lansing, Michigan  48909-8139 
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DHHS  

 
 

 

 

  

Petitioner 
 

 




