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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Department of 
Human Services) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the Social 
Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101-.3131.     
 
In this case, Petitioner’s income of  was far in excess of the payment standard of 

 for the Family Independence Program at the time of closure. While there was a 
question over whether or not income verification was received, the undersigned 
ultimately finds this question irrelevant, as Petitioner’s conceded income was in excess 
of the FIP program regardless of what was or was not turned in. 
 
Furthermore, while this income may have subsequently decreased, that is beyond the 
purview of this hearing; Petitioner’s income at the time of case action is the only 
relevant fact and it was undisputedly in excess of the standard for which one can 
receive FIP benefits. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it closed Petitioner’s FIP benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 
  

 
 Robert J. Chavez  
 
 
 
Date Signed:  2/25/2016 
 
Date Mailed:   2/25/2016 
 
RJC/tm 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Nick Lyon, Director 

Department of Health and Human Services 






