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5. On April 21, 2016, the Department notified the Petitioner that he was not eligible 

for Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits as of May 1, 2016. 

6. On June 6, 2016, the Department received the Petitioner’s request for a hearing 
protesting the denial of State Disability Assistance (SDA) and Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) benefits. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011. 

A person is a resident of an institution when the institution provides the majority of his 
meals as part of its normal services.  Residents of institutions are not eligible for FAP 
unless one of the following is true: 

 The facility is authorized by the Food and Consumer Service to accept FAP 
benefits. 

 The facility is an eligible group living facility; see BEM 615. 

 The facility is a medical hospital and there is a plan for the person's return home. 

Department of Health and Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 212 
(October 1, 2015), p 8. 

Substance abuse treatment centers are licensed by the Substance Abuse Licensing 
Section (SALS) within DCH to provide treatment for drug and/or alcohol addiction.  
Department of Health and Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 615 (July 
1, 2014), p 3. 

The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Health and Human Services (formerly known as 
the Department of Human Services) administers the SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 
435, MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180. 
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Persons admitted to a qualified SLA facility meet the SDA disability criteria.  Qualified 
SLA facilities include substance abuse treatment centers (SATC).  Department of 
Health and Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 261 (July 1, 2015), p 3. 

On April 4, 2016, the Department received the Petitioner’s application for SDA and FAP.  
The Department approved the Petitioner for expedited FAP benefits but then denied his 
application because he was living in an institution were meals were provided for him.  
The Department then denied his SDA application. 

The Petitioner claims that he was residing in a substance abuse treatment center at the 
time he submitted his application for benefits, which the Department does not dispute.  
No evidence as to whether this substance abuse treatment center is licensed to provide 
treatment for drug and/or alcohol addiction, or is authorized to accept FAP benefits. 

This Administrative Law Judge finds that the Petitioner is potentially eligible for SDA and 
FAP benefits. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing that it acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
denied the Petitioner’s application for State Disability Assistance (SDA) and Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) benefits. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

Reprocess the Petitioner’s April 4, 2016, application for State Disability Assistance 
(SDA) and Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits in accordance with policy. 

 
  

 
KS/las Kevin Scully  
 Administrative Law Judge 

for Nick Lyon, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 

 






