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6. At hearing, the Department agreed to reprocess Petitioner’s SER application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011.  
 
The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The SER program is administered by the Department (formerly 
known as the Department of Human Services) pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.7001-.7049.   
 
Non-Energy- Related Home Repairs  
Non-energy-related repairs include all home repairs for client-owned housing except 
furnace repair or replacement. Examples include:  
� Repairs to the basic structure.  
� Hot water heater.  
� Septic/waste disposal system.  
� Doors/windows.  
� Extermination services.  
� Electrical.  
� Plumbing.  
� Roofs.  
� Wells/water supply system.  
� Wheelchair ramps.  
 
Authorization for payment is only made if the repair(s) is essential to remove a direct threat 
to health or safety or is required by law or a mobile home park regulation. The repair(s) 
must restore the home to a safe, livable condition.  
 
SER does not pay for improvements or nonessential repairs. ERM 304 
Homestead Definition and Exclusion  
SSI-Related MA Only and FAP  
A homestead is where a person lives (unless Absent from Home-stead, see below) that 
they own, is buying or holds through a life estate or life lease. It includes the home, all 
adjoining land and any other buildings on the land. Adjoining land means land which is not 
completely separated from the home by land owned by someone else. Adjoining land may 
be separated by rivers, easements and public rights-of-way (example: utility lines and 
roads). BEM 400 








