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Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The SER program is administered by the Department (formerly 
known as the Department of Human Services) pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.7001-.7049.   
 
An application for SER burial benefits must be made no later than 10 business days 
after the burial or cremation. ERM 306, pg. 1 (2015). 
 
The cremation in question occurred on November 6, 2015. The application was 
therefore more than 10 business days after the cremation, and was thus properly 
denied. 
 
While Petitioner alleged that they had submitted an application by mail on October 15, 
2015, no evidence of that application was presented, despite allegations of the 
existence of the evidence and more than two months of time to secure this evidence. 
Petitioner’s representative offered no good reason for failing to secure the evidence in 
this ample amount of time. As such, the undersigned holds that there is no evidence for 
Petitioner’s claim of a timely, lost application. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the SER application in question. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  

 
 
  

 
RC/tm Robert J. Chavez  
 Administrative Law Judge 

for Nick Lyon, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 

 








