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AS is eligible only for ESO MA coverage for the first five years in the U.S. unless the 
alien is a qualified military alien or the spouse or dependent child of a qualified military 
alien.  BEM 225, pp. 7-8, 30; MREM, § 3.6.  A qualified military alien is a qualified alien 
on active duty in, or veteran honorably discharged from, the U.S. Armed Forces.  BEM 
225, p. 5; MREM, § 3.6.  A person who does not meet an acceptable alien status, 
including undocumented aliens and non-immigrants who have stayed beyond the period 
authorized by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, are eligible only for ESO 
MA coverage.  BEM 225, p. 9.  The alien status of each non-citizen must be verified to 
be eligible for full MA coverage.  BEM 225, p. 2.   
 
In this case, the Petitioner credibly testified that she had a U.S. date of entry as of 

, as permanent residence on her green card.  This fact was not disputed 
by the Department.  The Petitioner also had a student visa dated .  
Exhibits 1 and 2.   
 
The Department changed Petitioner’s MA Healthy Michigan coverage back to ESO 
beginning October 1, 2015.  Exhibit 5.  The only issue presented is whether coverage 
was properly converted back to ESO.  The evidence presented by the Department, from 
its Bridges system and the Petitioner’s testimony, established that Petitioner obtained 
permanent residence with an entry date of .  Exhibit 1.  There was no 
eligible asylum or refugee status identified as evidence presented regarding the 
permanent residency card.  Further, there was no evidence that Petitioner had served in 
the U.S. military or was the spouse of a service person.  Because Petitioner had not 
been a resident alien for five (5) years, had not served in the U.S. military, and did not 
have asylum or refugee status, Petitioner was not eligible for full-coverage MA.  
Therefore, the Department properly converted the Petitioner’s MA coverage to ESO 
coverage effective October 1, 2015.  The Petitioner will be potentially eligible after 
attaining five (5) years as a permanent resident.  An individual entering as a student 
under a student visa does not meet the eligibility requirement for full MA, a non-
immigrant alien temporarily in the U.S. for a specific purpose (for example, a student, 
tourist, etc., does not qualify for full MA but is entitled to ESO, and in this case, is due to 
permanent residency.  BEM 225, p. 9.   
 

An alien limited to emergency services only (ESO) coverage 
during the five-year bar means the following aliens who 
entered the U.S. on or after 8/22/96. 

A permanent resident alien with class codes other than RE, 
AM or AS, and an alien paroled under INA section 212(d)(5) 
for at least one year. 

The individual is limited to emergency services only (ESO) 
Medicaid coverage the first five years in the U.S.  BEM 225, 
p. 37. 
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A written request may be mailed or faxed to MAHS.  If submitted by fax, the written 
request must be faxed to (517) 335-6088; Attention:  MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration 
Request. 
 
If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows: 
 

Michigan Administrative Hearings 
Reconsideration/Rehearing Request 

P.O. Box 30639 
Lansing, Michigan  48909-8139 






