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4. The Department issued a Notice of Case Action on December 2, 2015, denying the 
FIP application because the groups’ countable income exceeded the application 
income limit.  Exhibit 3.   

5. The Petitioner filed a timely hearing request on December 30. 2015.   

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Department of 
Human Services) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the Social 
Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101-.3131.   
 
In this case, the Department denied the Petitioner’s FIP application dated November 30, 
2015, due to his group’s income exceeding the FIP payment standard for a group of  
persons.  The Department issued a Notice of Case Action on December 2, 2015, 
denying the FIP application because the groups’ countable income exceeded the 
application income limit.  Exhibit 3.   
 
The FIP budget was reviewed at the hearing, and it was determined based upon the 
review that the budget presented was correct and that the denial of the application was 
correct.  Department policy, which governs the calculation of FIP benefit eligibility, 
provides: 
 
INCOME DEDUCTIONS 

Income deductions are available at both the member and the 
group level. Apply deductions in the order they are 
presented in this item.  

Qualifying Earned 
Income Disregard 

FIP, RCA Only 

At application, deduct $200 from each person’s countable 
earnings. Then deduct an additional 20 percent of each 
person’s remaining earnings. The total disregard cannot 
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Order in circuit court within 30 days of 
the receipt date.  A copy of the circuit court appeal must be filed with the Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System (MAHS).   
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Order if the request is 
received by MAHS within 30 days of the date the Order was issued. The party 
requesting a rehearing or reconsideration must provide the specific reasons for the 
request.  MAHS will not review any response to a request for 
rehearing/reconsideration.  
 
A written request may be mailed or faxed to MAHS.  If submitted by fax, the written 
request must be faxed to (517) 335-6088; Attention:  MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration 
Request. 
 
If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows: 
 

Michigan Administrative Hearings 
Reconsideration/Rehearing Request 

P.O. Box 30639 
Lansing, Michigan  48909-8139 






