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3. At the hearing, the following income was confirmed by the Petitioner: her husband 
receives $  in Retirement, Survivors and Disability Insurance (RSDI) and 
she receives a spousal benefit of $  from Social Security Administration 
(SSA).  The Petitioner’s husband also receives a $  pension for a total gross 
unearned income of $   Exhibit 3 and Exhibit 7, 8.   

4. The MA monthly income limit for a group of two individuals is $   RFT 242.   

5. The Additional Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (ALMB) monthly income limit 
for MA cost savings for a group of two persons is $  – $   RFT 
242, p. 2.   

6. The Petitioner requested a timely hearing on November 30, 2015, protesting the 
Department’s actions. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the 
collective term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 
as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25.  The Department (formerly known as the Department 
of Human Services) administers the MA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 400.10, 
and MCL 400.105-.112k.  
 
In this case, the Department when reviewing the Petitioner’s income determined that 
she and her husband were no longer eligible for full MA due to excess income.  Based 
on the income the Petitioner and her husband received, the Department imposed a 
monthly medical spenddown of $   Exhibit 4.  The Department issued a Health 
Care Coverage Determination Notice on November 23, 2015, placing the Petitioner and 
her husband on a monthly deductible of $  and closing the Medicare savings 
program due to excess income.  Exhibits 2 and 3.  The budget was reviewed at the 
hearing and was determined to be correct.   
 
During the hearing, the Department verified Petitioner’s gross unearned income and 
pension to be $  for a total gross monthly unearned income of $   
Exhibit 8, Exhibit 5 and Exhibit 6.  The Petitioner did not dispute the total unearned 
income.  The Department testified that, although Petitioner was not eligible for full-










