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time regarding the whereabouts of the alleged father.  Unfortunately, because the OCS 
did not follow up on the case,  years have passed with no further inquiry from OCS.  
The fact that the Petitioner did not provide information leading to the identification of the 
father in this case does not mean that she did not cooperate.  Department policy 
provides: 

FIP, CDC Income Eligible, MA and FAP 

Cooperation is a condition of eligibility. The following 
individuals who receive assistance on behalf of a child are 
required to cooperate in establishing paternity and obtaining 
support, unless good cause has been granted or is pending: 

 Grantee (head of household) and spouse. 
 Specified relative/individual acting as a parent and 

spouse. 
 Parent of the child for whom paternity and/or support 

action is required. 

Cooperation is required in all phases of the process to 
establish paternity and obtain support. It includes all of the 
following: 

 Contacting the support specialist when requested. 

 Providing all known information about the absent parent. 

 Appearing at the office of the prosecuting attorney when 
requested. 

 Taking any actions needed to establish paternity and 
obtain child support (including but not limited to 
testifying at hearings or obtaining genetic tests).  BEM 
255 (April 1, 2015), p. 9 

FAP 

Failure to cooperate without good cause results in 
disqualification of the individual who failed to cooperate. The 
individual and his/her needs are removed from the FAP EDG 
for a minimum of one month. The remaining eligible group 
members will receive benefits.  BEM 255, p. 14 

FAP only 

Disqualified member is returned to the eligible group the 
month after cooperation or after serving the one-month 
disqualification, whichever is later.  BEM 255, p.15. 
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Based upon the evidence presented at the hearing and the credible testimony of the 
Petitioner that she provided all known information about the absent parent, it is 
determined that the Petitioner did not withhold information, nor did she fail to cooperate 
given the facts of this case and the Department’s initial finding of cooperation on 
June 11, 2007, and failure to follow up thereafter resulting in closure of the OCS case 
for almost  years.   

Thus, it is determined as of the date of this Hearing Decision that the Petitioner is in 
cooperation as she has no further information that she can provide to the Department.   

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did not 
act in accordance with Department policy when it calculated the Petitioner’s FAP 
benefits for November 2015 ongoing.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED.   
 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 
 
1. The Department shall restore the Petitioner as an FAP group member in 

accordance with Department policy and this Decision finding the Petitioner in 
cooperation as of the Hearing Decision date.   

2. The Department shall issue an FAP supplement if the Petitioner is otherwise 
eligible in accordance with Department policy.   

  
 
 

 Lynn M. Ferris  
Date Mailed:   1/13/2016 
 
LMF/jaf 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Nick Lyon, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 

NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date.  A copy of the claim or application for appeal must be filed with the 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS).   
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Hearing Decision from MAHS 
within 30 days of the mailing date of this Hearing Decision, or MAHS MAY order a 
rehearing or reconsideration on its own motion.  MAHS MAY grant a party’s Request for 
Rehearing or Reconsideration when one of the following exists: 






