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Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Department of 
Human Services) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the Social 
Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101-.3131.     
 
In this case, Petitioner did not argue that the months used to determine whether or not 
Petitioner had exceeded the federal time limit with regard to FIP benefits were 
incorrectly calculated. 
 
Therefore, the only issue before us is whether the Department properly denied 
Petitioner’s application for exceeding the federal time limit maximum. 
 
Per BEM 234, an application is to be denied or a case closed if a DHHS client has 
received FIP benefits for a total of 60 months or more. Petitioner received FIP benefits 
for 117 months. Department Exhibit 3. 
 
Therefore, the Department correctly closed Petitioner’s FIP case. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it closed Petitioner’s FIP case. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 






