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HEARING DECISION 
Following Claimant’s request for a hearing, this matter is before the undersigned 
Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 and 400.37; 7 CFR 273.15 to 273.18; 
42 CFR 431.200 to 431.250; 45 CFR 99.1 to 99.33; and 45 CFR 205.10.  After due 
notice, a telephone hearing was held on May 13, 2015, from Detroit, Michigan.  
Participants on behalf of Claimant included .  Participants on behalf of 
the Department of Health and Human Services (Department) included  
Hearings Facilitator. 
 

ISSUE 
 

Did the Department properly process claimant’s SDA eligibility? 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the competent, material, and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact: 
 
1. Claimant applied for SDA on November 1, 2014. 

2. This application was denied in January, 2015. 

3. The Department admitted on the record that the application was processed 
incorrectly. 

4. Claimant requested a hearing on March 27, 2015. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
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Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Health and Human Services (formerly known as 
the Department of Human Services) administers the SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 
435, MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180.   
 
After opening the record, the Department admitted error in the current case, and stated 
affirmatively that steps were required to correct the action taken with regards to 
claimant’s benefit case. Therefore, no other findings are necessary. 
 
In the current case, the Department testified that it must reprocess claimant’s SDA 
eligibility retroactive to November 1, 2014, in order to correct the action taken with 
regard to claimant’s current benefits case. The Administrative Law Judge therefore 
holds that the Department must take the action stated. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did 
not act in accordance with Department policy when it did not reprocess claimant’s SDA 
eligibility retroactive to November 1, 2014. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Reprocess claimant’s SDA eligibility retroactive to November 1, 2014. 
 
  

  

 Robert J. Chavez  
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