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4. On August 26, 2015, Petitioner requested a hearing to dispute ESO Medicaid 
eligibility. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the 
collective term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 
as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25. The Department administers the MA program 
pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 400.10, and MCL 400.105-.112k. MDHHS policies are 
contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Reference Tables Manual (RFT), Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) 
manual, and Related Eligibility Manual (REM). 
 
Petitioner’s hearing request indicated she had an authorized hearing representative. 
Petitioner’s AHR did not appear for the hearing. During the hearing, Petitioner agreed to 
waive her right to representation and the hearing was conducted accordingly. 
 
Petitioner requested a hearing to dispute Medicaid eligibility for her, her spouse, and her 
minor child. Petitioner requested a hearing on a hearing request form specifically 
designed for clients to dispute ESO restrictions to Medicaid eligibility.  
 
MDHHS testimony indicated Petitioner applied for Medicaid eligibility at various times. 
MDHHS testimony also indicated that Petitioner’s applications and/or ongoing eligibility 
was denied or terminated for reasons such as excess income, excess assets, and/or 
failures to return documents. 
 
It should be noted that the jurisdiction of the present hearing is limited only to disputes 
of ESO eligibility. Had Petitioner sought a hearing concerning any other actions by 
MDHHS, Petitioner could have submitted the hearing request corresponding to the 
MDHHS action in dispute. The analysis of this hearing decision will only consider those 
months which MDHHS restricted Petitioner’s (and her family’s) MA coverage to ESO. 
 
MDHHS presented Medicaid Eligibility documents (Exhibits 15-7) dated September 15, 
2015. The documents include the type of MA eligibility, if any, for which Petitioner was 
eligible. The documents indicated Petitioner had full Medicaid coverage from November 
2012 through August 2014. It was also indicated that Petitioner’s eligibility was 
restricted to ESO in September 2014, and that MDHHS terminated Petitioner’s MA 
eligibility beginning October 2014. MDHHS provided credible testimony that Petitioner’s 
spouse’s MA coverage mirrored his wife’s coverage. MDHHS also provided credible 
testimony that Petitioner’s minor child had no ESO restrictions. As September 2014 was 
the only month where Petitioner’s coverage was restricted, this decision will limit 
Petitioner’s dispute to her coverage from September 2014. 
 








