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5. Petitioner requested a school clothing allowance for Child A, however, was denied 
by the Department as no funds were available.  

6. On , Petitioner requested a hearing disputing the Department’s 
actions.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Department of 
Human Services) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the Social 
Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101-.3131.   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011. 
 
In this case, Petitioner requested a hearing disputing the Department’s actions with 
respect to her FIP and FAP benefits. At the hearing, Petitioner stated that the issue with 
respect to her son, Child A, being added as a member of her FIP and FAP group had 
been resolved and that the only issue remaining was the denial of the school clothing 
allowance for Child A. Petitioner testified, and her hearing request indicates, that she 
tried contacting her case worker and other Department individuals about the clothing 
allowance for her son, however, by the time her case worker returned from vacation and 
attempted to request the clothing allowance, she was informed that there were no funds 
available.  
 
Children’s clothing allowances are considered to be a supplement for eligible FIP 
groups for a given year when funding becomes available. When funding is available, an 
Interim Policy Bulletin will be issued stating the effective month. BAM 405 (July 2013), 
p. 4. BPB 2015-014, Children’s Clothing Allowance Policy Bulletin provides the eligibility 
criteria for receipt of the clothing allowance. BPB 2015-014 (September 2015), p.1. With 
respect to payments, Bridges will automatically issue supplements for the children's 
clothing allowance to FIP EDGs with qualifying children who are eligible for September 








