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4. On September 15, 2015, Claimant submitted a hearing request and 
identified S. Clark as an authorized hearing representative. 

5. On August 28, 2015, Claimant submitted updated shelter expense 
verification. 

6. On September 29, 2015, S. Clark submitted a letter to the Department. 

7. On September 29, 2015, the Department updated Claimant’s shelter 
expense and reran her Food Assistance Program (FAP) financial eligibility 
budget. Claimant was sent another Notice of Case Action (DHHS-1605) 
which stated her August 26, 2015 application was denied due to excess 
income.   

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011. 
 
During this hearing Claimant sought to have the closure of her Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) on June 1, 2015 reviewed. Claimant asserted she had never been sent 
notice of that closure. The Department submitted the April 22, 2015 Notice of Case 
Action (DHHS-1605) which was sent to Claimant’s address of record. In accordance 
with Bridges Administration Manual (BAM) 600 Hearings, there is no jurisdiction to 
review the action noticed on April 22, 2015 because this request was not received within 
90 calendar days of the written notice.  
 
With regard to denial of the August 26, 2015 application, Claimant asserts that the 
children’s Social Security benefits should not be used in determining her Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility because the funds go to S. Clark their Social 
Security Administration payee, not to Claimant.  
 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 503 Income, Unearned identifies both Retirement 
Survivor Disability Insurance (RSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) as 
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unearned income. The policy goes on to provide that the gross amount of both, are 
counted for determining Food Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility.    
 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 500 Income Overview (7-1-2015) provides the 
following:  
 

DEFINITIONS 

All Programs 

Income 

Income means a benefit or payment received by an individual which is 
measured in money. It includes money an individual owns even if not paid 
directly such as income paid to a representative. 

Countable Income 

Income remaining after applying the policy in the income related items is 
called countable. This is the amount used to determine eligibility and 
benefit levels. Count all income that is not specifically excluded. 

PAYMENT TO REPRESENTATIVE 

All Programs 

Income paid to an individual acting as a representative for another 
individual is not the representative's income. The income is the other 
individual’s income. Common representatives include: 

Legal guardians; see Bridges Policy Glossary (BPG). 
Court-appointed conservators. 
Minor children's parents. 
Representative payees.  

Example:  Diane's RSDI check is sent to her representative payee. It is 
Diane's income. 

THIRD PARTY ASSISTANCE 

Payment of an individual’s bills by a third party directly to the supplier 
using the third party's money is not income to the individual. 

If the third party is paying the bill instead of paying money due the 
individual such as money owed for child support or owed on a loan, the 
payment is the individual's unearned income. 

 








