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6. On an unspecified date, MDHHS issued QMB eligibility to Petitioner, effective 
October 2015. 
 

7. On August 31, 2015, Petitioner requested a hearing to dispute the failure by 
MDHHS to fully reinstate Medicaid and MSP eligibility. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security Act, 
42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the collective 
term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as 
amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25. MDHHS (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10, and MCL 400.105-.112k. MDHHS policies are contained in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and Reference Tables 
Manual (RFT). 
 
Petitioner requested a hearing disputing a determination of her MA eligibility since April 
2015. An in-depth analysis is unnecessary because the dispute was addressed by a 
previous administrative decision. 
 
Petitioner presented a Hearing Decision (Exhibits A1-A5) dated July 22, 2015. The 
decision ordered MDHHS to perform the following actions: reinstate Petitioner’s AD-
Care eligibility (effective April 2015), reinstate Petitioner’s MSP eligibility under QMB 
(effective April 2015), and to notify Petitioner in writing. Petitioner contended MDHHS 
has not yet complied with the administrative order. 
 
MDHHS presented an Eligibility Summary (Exhibit 1). The summary indicated Petitioner 
received AD-Care eligibility since April 2014. Petitioner testimony conceded her AD-
Care eligibility was processed. This resolves Petitioner’s dispute concerning Medicaid; 
Petitioner’s MSP eligibility remains disputed. 
 
MSP programs offer three different degrees of assistance with payment toward a 
client’s Medicare premium and deductibles (see BEM 165 (January 2015), p. 1). 
Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB) coverage pays for a client’s Medicare 
premiums, coinsurances, and deductibles. Id. Specified Low Income Beneficiaries 
(SLMB) coverage pays for a client’s Medicare Part B premium. Id. Additional Low 
Income Beneficiaries (ALMB) coverage pays for a client’s Medicare Part B premium if 
DHS funding is available. Id.  
 
MDHHS presented Eligibility Summaries (Exhibits 2-3) indicating Petitioner received 
SLMB benefits from April 2015 through July 2015. SLMB was listed as denied for 
August and September of 2015. QMB was approved beginning October 2015. 
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Petitioner’s eligibility history verified MDHHS failed to issue any MSP benefits to 
Petitioner for August 2015 or September 2015. It is found that MDHHS failed to issue 
QMB benefits to Petitioner for these months. 
 
MDHHS testimony suggested that SLMB eligibility is the equivalent of QMB eligibility 
and no further actions need be taken. Petitioner responded that she has unpaid medical 
expenses, in part, due to MDHHS’ failure to continue QMB eligibility. 
 
MDHHS policy clearly states QMB coverage is a superior coverage than SLMB. Though 
SLMB and QMB each cover the costs of Medicare Part B premiums, QMB additionally 
covers all Medicare premiums, copayments and deductibles. It is found that issuance of 
SLMB benefits does not comply with the order that MDHHS issue QMB benefits to 
Petitioner. 
 
When a decision requires a case action different from the one originally proposed, a 
DHS-1843, Administrative Hearing Order Certification, is sent with the hearing decision. 
BAM (April 2015), p. 42. [MDHHS is to] complete the necessary case actions within 10 
calendar days of the mailing date noted on the hearing decision. Id.  
 
As of the date of hearing, over three months have passed and MDHHS has still not 
complied with the orders of the administrative hearing decision dated July 22, 2015. 
MDHHS will again be ordered to issue QMB benefits to Petitioner. 
 
It should be noted that MDHHS faxed documents after the hearing which indicated that 
QMB benefits may have already been issued to Petitioner. The documents were not 
factored in the analysis because they were not admitted as exhibits nor referenced 
during the hearing. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The administrative law judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, finds that MDHHS improperly failed to comply with the administrative order dated 
July 22, 2015. It is ordered that MDHHS, within 10 days of the date of mailing of this 
decision, issue QMB benefits to Petitioner for all months since April 2015, subject to the 
finding that SLMB benefits are not a satisfactory substitution for QMB. The actions 
taken by MDHHS are REVERSED. 
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