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4. Copaxone is not on the MDHHS Drug Formulary. (Exhibit A.23).  

5. On  the MHP issued a denial for the Copaxone 20 mg/mL 
subcutaneous syringe on the grounds that the drug is not a listed drug on the 
drug formulary, and, that an exception review did not show that the drug is 
medically necessary. (Exhibit A.17-18).  

6. On  the Appellant filed a Request for Hearing with the Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System (MAHS). (Exhibit A.4). 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Medical Assistance Program is established pursuant to Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
It is administered in accordance with state statute, the Social Welfare Act, the 
Administrative Code, and the State Plan under Title XIX of the Social Security Act 
Medical Assistance Program. 
 
On May 30, 1997, the Department received approval from the Health Care Financing 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, allowing Michigan to 
restrict Medicaid beneficiaries' choice to obtain medical services only from specified 
MHPs. 
 
The Respondent is one of those MHPs.  
  
The covered services that the Contractor has available for enrollees must include, at a 
minimum, certain services identified in the Medicaid Provider Manual and the MHP’s 
contract with the MDHHS. The Contractor may limit services to those which are 
medically necessary and appropriate, and which conform to professionally accepted 
standards of care but may not arbitrarily deny or reduce the amount, duration, or scope 
of a required service solely because of the diagnosis, type of illness, or condition of an 
enrollee.  
 
The Contractor must operate consistent with all applicable Medicaid provider manuals 
and publications for coverages and limitations.  If new services are added to the 
Michigan Medicaid Program, or if services are expanded, eliminated, or otherwise 
changed, the Contractor must implement the changes consistent with State direction in 
accordance with the provisions of Contract Section 2.024. 

  
Although the Contractor must provide the full range of covered services that are 
identified in the MPM and its contract, they may choose to provide services over and 
above those specified.   

 
Here, the MHP noted that Appellant was enrolled as a member with it at the time of the 
request for services. The MHP Member Handbook and Certificate of Coverage were 








