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the site to see if she could find him.  The Petitioner stated she had sex only one time 
with this man. 
 
The Department philosophy regarding child support is set forth in policy which provides: 

Families are strengthened when children's needs are met.   
Parents have a responsibility to meet their children's needs 
by providing support and/or cooperating with the department, 
including the Office of Child Support (OCS), the Friend of the 
Court (FOC) and the prosecuting attorney to establish 
paternity and/or obtain support from an absent parent.  BEM 
255, (April 1, 2015) p. 1 

COOPERATION 
FIP, CDC Income Eligible, MA and FAP 

Cooperation is a condition of eligibility. The following 
individuals who receive assistance on behalf of a child are 
required to cooperate in establishing paternity and obtaining 
support, unless good cause has been granted or is pending: 

 Grantee (head of household) and spouse. 
 Specified relative/individual acting as a parent and 

spouse. 
 Parent of the child for whom paternity and/or support 

action is required. 

Cooperation is required in all phases of the process to 
establish paternity and obtain support. It includes all of the 
following: 

 Contacting the support specialist when requested. 

 Providing all known information about the absent parent. 

 Appearing at the office of the prosecuting attorney when 
requested. 

Taking any actions needed to establish paternity and obtain 
child support (including but not limited to testifying at 
hearings 

 
The issue in this case is whether the OCS correctly determined that the Petitioner was in 
noncooperation when it issued its Notice of Noncooperation on July 30, 2014.  Exhibit C.  
 
At the hearing, Petitioner reported that she saw the potential father about one month 
ago as she was taking her son to school and had a conversation with the man.  He was 
driving a  bus at the time of their meeting and got off the bus to speak with her.  








