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6. On , Claimant’s mother filed a hearing request contesting the 
Department’s determination.  (Department Exhibit B, p. 2) 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a 
and is implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Department of Human Services) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin 
Code, R 400.3001-.3011. 
 
Parents and their children under 22 years of age who live together must be in the same 
group regardless of whether the child(ren) have their own spouse or child who lives with 
the group. Note: For ongoing and intake applications where the child(ren) are not yet 
22, they are potentially eligible for their own case, the month after turning 22.   BEM 
212, (July 1, 2014), p. 1. 
 
Claimant’s mother asserted that Claimant should have been removed from her FAP 
group for June 2015 because Claimant turned 22 years old on June 16, 2015.  (See 
also (Department Exhibit B, p. 5) However, the above cited BEM 212 policy is clear that 
children become potentially eligible for their own FAP case the month after turning 22.  
Accordingly, Claimant was not potentially eligible for her own FAP case until July 2015.   
 
The Michigan Combined Application Project (MiCAP) is a Food Assistance 
demonstration project approved by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). MiCAP is a 
series of waivers that allows DHS to issue Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits to 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) individuals who qualify for this program.  The 
program is administered by the centrally located MiCAP unit. Final eligibility 
determination and redeterminations are the responsibility of the MiCAP unit.  BEM 618, 
(July 1, 2014) p.1.  
 
Claimant’s mother testified that she wanted the Department to approve MiCAP rather 
than regular FAP benefits for Claimant.  Claimant’s mother testified she submitted the 
July 6, 2015, FAP application for Claimant because that was the form the Department 
told her to complete.  Claimant’s mother explained that MiCAP was discussed when she 
turned in the FAP application at the local Department office and she thought that the 
Department was going to consider Claimant for the MiCAP program. 
 
The General Services Program Manager noted “why not MiCAP” on the top of the July 
6, 2015, FAP application.  Department Exhibit B, p. 3.  The General Services Program 
Manager explained that the local office does not handle MiCAP.  The General Services 








