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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Department of 
Human Services) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the Social 
Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101-.3131.   
 
In this case, the Claimant requested a hearing regarding whether the Department 
properly paid out FIP benefits for her granddaughter based upon her FIP application 
date of May 5, 2015.  The Claimant applied for FIP on May 5, 2015 requesting FIP as 
an ineligible grantee for her granddaughter.  The Department began FIP benefit 
payments for the period June 1, 2015.  FIP benefits are paid bi monthly in two week 
periods.  Department policy defines these periods as: 

Pay Period (or Payment Period) 

The half-month that a warrant/benefit covers. A pay period is 
either the first through the 15th day or the 16th through the 
last day of the month.  BEM 400 (July 1, 2015) p. 1.   

Payment (PA) Effective Date 

The first day of the pay period (1st or 16th of the month) for 
which benefits will be paid.  BEM 400, p. 2 

Guidance as to when FIP benefits start is found in Department policy which dictates 
when benefits can start after application approval: 

FIP and SDA Only  

Provided the group meets all eligibility requirements, begin 
assistance in the pay period in which the application 
becomes 30 days old.   BAM 115 (July 1, 2015) p. 25 

At opening, the group is eligible for benefits no earlier than 
the pay period in which the application becomes 30 days old; 
see BAM 115, Application Processing.   Bam 400 (July 1, 
2015), p. 2. 








