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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), Department of Health and Human Services Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT), and Department of Health and Human Services Emergency 
Relief Manual (ERM).   

The Child Development and Care (CDC) program is established by Titles IVA, IVE and 
XX of the Social Security Act, 42 USC 601-619, 670-679c, and 1397-1397m-5; the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant of 1990, PL 101-508, 42 USC 9858 to 9858q; and 
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-
193.  The program is implemented by 45 CFR 98.1-99.33.  The Department administers 
the program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and provides services to adults and children 
pursuant to MCL 400.14(1) and Mich Admin Code, R 400.5001-.5020. 

At application, each parent must demonstrate a valid need reason.  There are four valid 
CDC need reasons and each parent of the child needing care must have a valid need 
reason when child care is requested.  Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 703 (November 1, 2014), p 4. 

The four valid CDC need reasons are: 

1. Family preservation. 

2. High school completion. 

3. An approved activity. 

4. Employment.  BEM 703. 

Reinstatement restores a closed program to active status without completion of a new 
application. Closed programs may be rein-stated for any of the following reasons: 

• Closed in error. 

• Closed-correct information not entered. 

• Timely hearing request. 

• Redetermination packet not logged in. 

• Hearing decision ordered reinstatement. 

• Complied with program requirements before negative action date. 

• DHS-1046 manually sent and due date is after the last day of the 6th 
month. 
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• Court ordered reinstatement.  Department of Health and Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 205 (July 1, 2015), p 1. 

The Claimant applied for CDC benefits on March 2, 2015, and reported to the 
Department that she was seeking employment.  On March 3, 2015, the Department 
notified the Claimant that it had denied CDC benefits because there was no valid 
reason for her to need subsidized childcare. 

Soon after the Claimant’s application was denied, the Claimant did obtain employment.  
The Claimant later re-applied for CDC benefits and the Department approved this 
application.   

The Claimant argued that the Department should approve her for retroactive CDC 
benefits for the period that she met all the requirements of the CDC program. 

This Administrative Law Judge finds that on March 3, 2015, the Claimant did not meet 
the requirements of the CDC program because she was not employed on that date.  
The Department was acting in accordance with policy when it denied CDC benefits. 

Later the Claimant started employment, which is a valid need for childcare.  There is no 
entitlement to retroactive CDC benefits and the Department had no reason to re-
evaluate the Claimant’s circumstances with respect to the CDC program until she re-
applied for benefits.  Furthermore, the Claimant failed to establish a basis for 
reinstatement as outlined in BAM 205 and a new application was required. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s Child Development 
and Care (CDC) application on March 3, 2015, and denied retroactive benefits before 
she re-applied for CDC benefits. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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