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In the past, the Claimant would have received a $  heat and utility credit applied to 
her FAP budget regardless of her actual expenses.  As of May 1, 2014, FAP recipients 
no longer receive this deduction unless they are responsible for heating expenses 
separate from their rent.  The Department delayed the removal of this deduction from 
ongoing recipients until after November unless there was another change to be 
processed.  This change in policy did not affect the Claimant’s case until                     
January 1, 2015. 

The Claimant testified that her need for food assistance is greater due to the amount of 
medication she is required to take to maintain her health and this medication must be 
taken with food. 

The Claimant’s grievance centers on dissatisfaction with the Department’s current policy 
and this Administrative Law Judge does not have the authority to grant increased 
benefits based on the her special needs.  Administrative Law Judges have no authority 
to make exceptions to the Department policy set out in the program manuals.  
Furthermore, administrative adjudication is an exercise of executive power rather than 
judicial power, and restricts the granting of equitable remedies.  Michigan Mutual 
Liability Co. v Baker, 295 Mich 237; 294 NW 168 (1940). 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined the Claimant’s monthly 
allotment of benefits. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  

  
 

 Kevin Scully
 
 
 
Date Signed:  6/18/2015 
 
Date Mailed:   6/18/2015 
 
KS/las 

Administrative Law Judge
for Nick Lyon, Director

Department of Health and Human Services

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date. 
 






