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An individual convicted of a felony for the use, possession, or distribution of controlled 
substances two or more times in separate periods will be permanently disqualified if 
both offenses occurred after August 22, 1996.  Department of Health and Human 
Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 203 (January 1, 2015), p 2. 

In this case, the Department notified the Claimant on February 20, 2015, that his 
ongoing FAP benefits would close effective April 1, 2015, and that he would be 
permanently disqualified from receiving FAP benefits. 

The Department had determined that the Clamant had been convicted of drug-related 
felonies on May 17, 2015, and July 27, 2006.  The Claimant did not dispute that he was 
convicted of drug-related felonies more than one time since August 22, 1996, but was 
uncertain how this rule affected him since his application for FAP was approved. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it closed the Claimant’s Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) benefits effective April 1, 2015. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date. 
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Hearing Decision from the 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) within 30 days of the mailing date of 
this Hearing Decision, or MAHS MAY order a rehearing or reconsideration on its own 
motion.   
 
 






