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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
In the present case, the Department alleged Respondent received a FAP OI during the 
period of  due to Respondent’s error of failing to 
report income in a timely manner.  Respondent testified credibly that she reported 
income in a timely manner; that she made several phone calls, and the Department 
workers did not return her phone calls.  Respondent’s testimony was substantiated by 
the testimony of the Department witness who verified that the Department assigned 
Respondent several workers during the alleged Client error period, with the first worker 
assignment change taking place in January of 2011.  
 
Based on the above discussion, it is found that if any error occurred, it was Department 
error, not client error.  Therefore, the budget presented by the Department, which was 
calculated based on client error, is not correct. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, finds that the Department did not establish a FAP benefit OI. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department is REVERSED.  
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