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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180.   
 
Additionally, the Claimant admitted during the hearing that he received a  pension 
of $  per month.  As a result, the Claimant had excess income for SDA, which is a 
dollar to dollar match up to a limit of $   The Department failed to perform an income 
test first before determining disability eligibility as is required in policy.  He was denied 
because he was not disabled by the Medical Review Team who found his impairments 
would not prevent him from working for 90 days.  BEM 261. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted 
in accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s application, but for 
the wrong reason of not disabled instead of excess income for SDA. 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date. 
 
 
 






