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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Claimant was paying rent of $  per month, including utilities.  Although he moved 
into his mother’s home and began paying her $  per month for rent, he did not 
provide the Department with documentation showing the increase until December 16, 
2014.  Claimant also testified that he had on-going medical expenses each month, 
including insurance premiums and prescription co-pays, but again he did not document 
it until after the adjustment had been made to his FAP. 
 
The Department is constrained to establishing budgets based upon the information that 
is available to the Department regarding a client’s income and expenses.  While 
Claimant might actually have begun paying increased rent before the Department 
reviewed his FAP allotment, he did not provide documentation upon which the 
Department could rely to incorporate that increase in his budget.  Likewise, even if he 
had on-going medical expenses that could have been included in his budget, it is up to 
him to provide the supporting documentation. 
 
FAP allotments are provided based upon group size, income, and various expenses 
along with certain deductions.  It is a formulaic method of determining an allotment.  The 
burden is on the Department to prove that it acted according to policy.  However, when 
the budget facts are undisputed, and when the formula is followed, there is no evidence 
that the Department erred.  The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if 
any, finds that the Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
determined Claimant’s FAP allotment. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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