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SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) contracts with 
Medicaid Health Plans (MHPs), selected through a competitive bid 
process, to provide services to Medicaid beneficiaries. The selection 
process is described in a Request for Proposal (RFP) released by the 
Office of Purchasing, Michigan Department of Technology, Management & 
Budget. The MHP contract, referred to in this chapter as the Contract, 
specifies the beneficiaries to be served, scope of the benefits, and 
contract provisions with which the MHP must comply. Nothing in this 
chapter should be construed as requiring MHPs to cover services that are 
not included in the Contract. A copy of the MHP contract is available on 
the MDCH website. (Refer to the Directory Appendix for website 
information.)  
 
MHPs must operate consistently with all applicable published Medicaid 
coverage and limitation policies.  (Refer to the General Information for 
Providers  and  the   Beneficiary   Eligibility  chapters  of  this  manual   for  
additional information.)  
 
Although MHPs must provide the full range of covered services listed 
below, MHPs may also choose to provide services over and above those 
specified. MHPs are allowed to develop prior authorization 
requirements and utilization management and review criteria that 
differ from Medicaid requirements.  
 
Prosthetics and orthotics are services covered by Medicaid Health 
Plans (MHPs) (Section 1.1).  
 
Experimental/Investigational drugs, procedures or equipment are 
services that MHPs are prohibited from covering. (Section 1.3)  
 

[Medicaid Provider Manual, Medicaid Health Plan (MHPs), 
 January 1, 2015, p. 1-3 (emphasis added)]. 

 
The  Medical Policy No. 91117-R8, page 1 states in pertinent part: 
 

A. Any drug, device, treatment or procedure that is experimental, investigational or 
unproven is not a covered benefit. A drug, device, treatment or procedure is 
experimental, investigational or unproven if any of the following apply: 

 
5.  Reliable Evidence shows that the prevailing opinion among experts 

regarding the drug, device, treatment or procedure is that further studies 
or clinical trials are necessary to determine its toxicity, safety, or efficacy 
as compared with a standard means of treatment or diagnosis. 

  








