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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Claimant receives Supplemental Security Income (SSI) of $  per month, along with a 
supplement from the State of Michigan of $  per month (which is paid quarterly).  
There was an overpayment of benefits that is being recouped through a reduction of his 
monthly SSI benefits in the amount of $   As noted in BEM 503 (7/1/14) at page 
32, “Bridges counts the gross amount of current SSA-issued SSI as unearned income. 
SSI amounts withheld to recoup overpayments due to an intentional program violation 
(IPV) as defined below are also included in the gross amount.” 
 
When the Department previously determined his FAP allotment, his income was not 
included.  When the Department updated his budget to reflect his unearned income, his 
FAP was reduced from $  to $  per month. 
 
At the time in question, Claimant was paying rent of $  per month, and that included 
his utilities.  His FAP budget for that time period is shown in Exhibit A Pages 9-11.  His 
updated budget, which reflects the change in his income, is shown at Pages 12-14.  The 
testimony provided by the witnesses supports the updated budget. 
 
Testimony was offered that Claimant is now paying more in rent.  That might lead to further 
changes in his FAP, but that is not an issue that can be addressed in this hearing. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted 
in accordance with Department policy when it reduced Claimant’s FAP. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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