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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
BEM 212 (7/2014) instructs that spouses who are legally married and live together must 
be in the same group.  In the present case, the Department determined Claimant’s FAP 
group size without taking into account Claimant’s marital status.  The Department therefore 
did not substantiate that it made a correct determination of Claimant’s FAP allotment. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing that it acted in accordance with Department policy. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 

 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Re-determine Claimant’s FAP allotment, effective  and ongoing. 

2. Notify Claimant in writing of the FAP allotment determination. 

3. Issue FAP supplements for any increased payment. 

  
 

 Susan C. Burke 
Administrative Law Judge

for Nick Lyon, Interim Director
Department of Human Services
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