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The Claimant argued that she has a need for emergency benefits to avoid eviction but 
that the rent shortfall was not a result of her failure to pay housing expenses but rather it 
was her daughter’s failure to pay her share of the rent. 

Department policy requires that State Emergency Relief (SER) applications make use of 
all available resources to resolve their emergency and eligibility for benefits is made on 
the basis of all members of the benefit group.  The Claimant’s daughter occupies the 
Claimant’s home and will be affected by an eviction.  Therefore, the daughter is a 
member of the benefit group and while the rent shortfall may be attributable to the 
daughter, the shortfall cannot be excluded from the determination of the Claimant’s 
eligibility to receive emergency assistance. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s State Emergency 
Relief (SER) application. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date. 
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Hearing Decision from the 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) within 30 days of the mailing date of 
this Hearing Decision, or MAHS may order a rehearing or reconsideration on its own 
motion.   
 
MAHS may grant a party’s Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration when one of the 
following exists: 
 

 Newly discovered evidence that existed at the time of the original hearing that 
could affect the outcome of the original hearing decision; 






