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(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
The facts established during this hearing show that the change in Claimant’s Food 
Assistance Program eligibility was caused only by the change in law about shelter 
utilities. Claimant raised the issue that he made a mistake about the Home Heating 
Credit (HHC), so it was not appropriate to dismiss this hearing request as only due to 
the change in law. 
 
Review of the evidence in the record shows that Claimant’s gas and electricity are 
included in his rent payment. During this hearing, Hearing Facilitator Slate accessed 
Claimant’s record and stated that Claimant had received a $  HHC on February 12, 
2013 but had not received one in 2014. Claimant testified that he had not received a 
HHC in 2014.    
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 554 FAP Allowable Expenses and 
Budgeting (2014) when it determined Claimant’s Food Assistance Program eligibility on 
November 15, 2014. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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