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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
During this hearing, the Department representative testified that the reduction of 
Claimant’s Food Assistance Program benefits occurred because the heat and utility 
standard was removed from her financial eligibility budget. He also testified that the 
reduction is questionable because it appears she did receive a home heating credit.  
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing that it acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
reduced Claimant’s Food Assistance Program benefits beginning December 1, 2014. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Re-determine Claimant’s Food Assistance Program eligibility from December 1, 

2014 ongoing.  

2. Issue Claimant a current notice of her Food Assistance Program eligibility.  

3. Supplement Claimant any Food Assistance Program benefits she was otherwise 
eligible for but did not receive from December 1, 2014 ongoing.   

  
 

 Gary Heisler 
 
 
 
Date Signed:  1/12/2015 
 
Date Mailed:   1/12/2015 
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Administrative Law Judge
for Nick Lyon, Interim Director

Department of Human Services

NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in the county in 
which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days of the receipt date. 






