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Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
The Department previously incorporated a heat and utility standard into some FAP 
recipients’ budgets.  That is no longer provided if the recipient is not paying utilities.  
Claimant’s utilities are included in his rent expense, and that rent expense is 
incorporated in his budget.  Claimant did not dispute the income or expenses that were 
attributed to him in his FAP budget.  There is no evidence that there was an incorrect 
grant computation regarding his FAP benefits.   
 
Claimant’s previous Excess Shelter Deduction is found at Exhibit 1 Page 2.  His current 
Excess Shelter Deduction is found at Exhibit 1 Page 5.  His past housing expense was 
$  and he was allowed a $  heat and utility standard, putting his Adjusted Excess 
Shelter Amount at $   That amount was included in his FAP budget at Page 3 of 
Exhibit 1.  Presently, his housing expense is limited to the $  rent that he pays, plus a 
$  telephone standard.  His total shelter amount is $  which is less than 50% of his 
gross income.  Consequently, he is not given any Excess Shelter Deduction in his FAP 
budget (Page 6).  His maximum benefit amount is $  less $  (30% of his Net 
Income/Adjusted Gross Income), leaving him with a net FAP benefit of $  
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined Claimant’s FAP.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
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