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3. On November 12, 2014, the Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) 
received the Claimant’s authorized representative’s timely written Request for 
Rehearing/Reconsideration.   

 
4. On December 11, 2014, the Request for Reconsideration was granted.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

In the instant case, Claimant’s authorized hearing representative’s Request for 
Rehearing/Reconsideration raises a misapplication of BEM 255 as it relates to office of 
child support sanctions and MA-P applications. 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the 
collective term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 
as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25.  The Department (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10, and MCL 400.105-.112k.   
 
At application for MA-P, a client has 10 days to cooperate with the Office of Child 
Support (OCS). Bridges informs the client to contact the OCS in the verification check 
list (VCL). The disqualification is imposed if client fails to cooperate on or before the 
VCL due date when all of the following are true:  
 

There is a begin date of non-cooperation in the absent parent logical unit of work.  

There is not a subsequent comply date.  

Support/paternity action is still a factor in the child’s eligibility.  

Good cause has not been granted nor is a claim pending; see Good Cause For 
Not Cooperating in this item. BEM 255, p 11-12 (10/1/14). 

 
In this case, Claimant applied for MA-P on 2/13/14.  At the time of application, Claimant 
was under an Office of Child Support sanction.  The Departmental representative 
testified that Claimant’s MA-P application was not processed because Claimant was 
under a sanction.   
 
Pursuant to policy, the Department was required to mail Claimant a Verification 
Checklist informing her she was under an Office of Child Support sanction and giving 
her 10 days to cooperate with OCS.  The Department failed to follow procedure in this 
case. 
 
As a result, the ALJ’s Hearing Decision mailed on October 17, 2014, is VACATED, and 
the Department’s determination which denied Claimant’s 2/13/14 MA-P application is 
REVERSED. 
 
 






