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Following Claimant’s r equest for a hearing, this matter is before the undersigned
Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 and 400.37; 7 CFR 273.15 to 273.18;
42 CFR 431.200 to 431.250; 45 CFR 99. 1 to 99.33; and 45 CFR 205.10. After due
notice, a telephone hearing wa s held on February 5, 2014, fr om Lansing, Michigan.
Participants on behalf of Claimant included Participants on behalf of the
Department of Human Services (Department) include -

ISSUE

Whether the Department of Human Serv ices (Department) properly reduce the
Claimant’s State SSI benefits?

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon  the com petent, material and substantial
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:

1. The Claimant was receiving State SSI benefits.

2. The Department discovered thatt he Claimant had not received a regular
Supplemental Securit y Income (SSI) payment from the Social Sec urity
Administration for several months.

3. On Novem ber 19, 2013, the Department notified the Claimant that it wo uld
reduce his State SSI benefit.

4. The Department received the Claimant ’s request for a hearing on December 2,
2013, protesting the reduction of his State SSI benefits.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
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Regulations governing the hearing and appeal process fo r applicants and r ecipients of
public assistance in Michigan are found in ~ Mich Admin Code, R 400.901 through R
400.951. Rule 400.903(1) provides as follows:

An opportunity for a hearing shall be granted to an applicant
who requests a hearing becaus e [a] claim for assistance is
denied or is not acted upon  with reasonable prompt ness,
and to any recipient who is aggrieved by a Department
action resulting in sus pension, reduction, discontinuance, or
termination of assistance.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a cash benefit t o needy persons who are aged
(at least 65), blind or disabled. Itis afe deral program administered by the Socia |
Security Administration (SSA). States are al lowed the option to s upplement the federal
benefit with state funds. In Mi chigan SSI benefits include a basic federal benefit and an
additional amount paid with state funds. The amount of the state benefit varies by living
arrangement. Depart ment of Human Serv ices Bridges Elig ibility Manual (BEM) 660
(July 1, 2013), p 1.

Payments are made for only thos e months the recipient received a regular first of the
month federal benefit. These are shown on SOLQ as a recurring payment dated the first
of the month. SSPs are not issued for retroactive or supplemental federal benefits. Id.

In this case, the Department establis hed that the Claimant stopped receiving a regular
Supplemental Security Income (S Sl) payment from the Social Securi ty Administration.
Therefore, the Department was acting in accordance wit h policy when it reduced the

Claimant’s State SSI benefits.

DECISION AND ORDER

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in
accordance with Department policy when it decreased the Cla imant's State SSI
benefits.

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.

‘y'{‘ ‘

Kevin e Scully
Administrative Law Judge
for Maura D. Corrigan, Director
Department of Human Services
Date Signed: February 7, 2014

Date Mailed: February 7, 2014
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NOTICE OF APP EAL: The claimant may appea | the Dec ision and Order to Circuit
Court within 30 days of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, i f a timely Request for
Rehearing or Reconsiderati on was made, within 30 days of  the receipt date of the
Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision.

Michigan Administrative Hearing Syst em (MAHS) may order a rehearing or
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a par ty within 30 days of
the mailing date of this Dec ision and Order . MAHS will not order a rehearing or
reconsideration on the Department's mo  tion where the final decis  ion cannot be
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request (60 days for FAP cases).

A Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration may be granted when one of the following
exists:

e Newly discovered evidence that existed at the time of the or iginal hearing that
could affect the outcome of the original hearing decision;

e Misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision which led to a
wrong conclusion;

e Typographical, mathematical or other obvious error in the hearing decision that
affects the rights of the client;

e Failure of the ALJ to address in the hearing decision relevant issues raised in the
hearing request.

The Department, AHR or the clai mant must specify all reasons for the request. MAHS
will not review any response to a request for rehearing/reconsideration. A request must
be received in MAHS within 30 days of the date the hearing decision is mailed.
The written request must be faxed to (517) 335-6088 and be labeled as follows:
Attention: MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration Request

If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows:

Michigan Administrative Hearings

Reconsideration/Rehearing Request
P.O. Box 30639

Lansing, Michigan 48909-07322

KS/hj

CC:






