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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the 
Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
The concern raised in this case is whether Claimant was eligible for the full Family 
Independence Program grant in October. Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 229 (2013) 
provides: 
 

PATH Application Eligibility Period 

Completion of the 21 day PATH application eligibility period (AEP) part of 
orientation which is an eligibility requirement for approval of the FIP application. 
PATH participants must complete all of the following in order for their FIP 
application to be approved: 

Begin the AEP by the last date to attend as indicated on the DHS-4785, PATH 
Appointment Notice. 

Complete PATH AEP requirements. 

Continue to participate in PATH after completion of the 21 day AEP. 

PATH Appointment Notice and Attendance Requirements 

Bridges will automatically issue a DHS-4785, PATH Program Appointment Notice, 
from Bridges at application, member add, or when a client loses a deferral to 
schedule an appointment for each mandatory PATH participant. The DHS-4785 
will be generated overnight and can be viewed the next day in Correspondence 
History. 

In generating a PATH referral and the DHS-4785, Bridges will allow 6 days for the 
PATH referral to be processed through Central Print before requiring the client to 
attend PATH. 

  
Both PATH Appointment Notices (DHS-4785) for Claimant and his spouse were 
generated on September 18, 2014. In order to comply with BEM 229, they could not be 
required to attend PATH before September 24, 2014.  
 
Bridges Administration Manual (BAM) 115 Application Processing, under Eligibility 
Decisions, at page 24 states: 
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Initial Benefits 

FIP and SDA Only  

Provided the group meets all eligibility requirements, begin assistance in the pay 
period in which the application becomes 30 days old.  

If the application becomes 30 days old and the group has not met eligibility 
requirements, begin assistance for the first pay period when it does. 

    Bridges issues initial benefits as appropriate. 

   
Bridges Administration Manual (BAM) 400 Issuance of Program Benefits (2014) at page 
1, under Definitions – Cash Assistance Only states: 
 

Pay Period (or Payment Period) 

The half-month that a warrant/benefit covers. A pay period is either the first 
through the 15th day or the 16th through the last day of the month.  

 
Claimant and his spouse completed their AEP om October 21, 2014. In accordance with 
BAM 400 the first Family Independence Program pay period in which they were 
approved and began assistance would be October 16 -31, 2014. The Administrative 
Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the 
reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in accordance with 
Department policy when it processed Claimant’s September 15, 2014, Family 
Independence Program application. 
  

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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