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The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5; 42 USC 1315; the Affordable Care Act of 2010, the 
collective term for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 
as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 
111-152; and 42 CFR 430.10-.25.  The Department (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10, and MCL 400.105-.112k.   

Under certain circumstances, the Department may award Medical Assistance (MA) 
benefits for up to three months retroactive to the application date.  Department of 
Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 115.  Department policy does not 
include any provision for retroactive Medicare Savings Plan (MSP) benefits.  
Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 165. 

In this case, the Claimant applied for Medical Assistance (MA) on August 8, 2014.  The 
Department approved the Claimant for Medical Assistance (MA) based on disability and 
receipt of benefits issued by the Social Security Administration (SSA), and awarded 
retroactive benefits through May 1, 2014.  The Claimant also applied for and was 
approved for the Medicare Savings Plan (MSP) as of his application date. 

The Claimant’s representative testified that her son did not apply for Medical Assistance 
(MA) immediately after being awarded disability benefits by the Social Security 
Administration (SSA).  The Claimant’s representative argued that since her son is 
eligible for Medical Assistance (MA) based on disability, she should be able to apply for 
Medicare Savings Program benefits for the retroactive period as well. 

Department policy does not include any provision for the awarding of retroactive 
Medicare Savings Plan (MSP) benefits. 

Therefore, the Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the 
Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s 
request for retroactive Medicare Savings Plan (MSP) benefits. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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