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The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the 
Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
A Family Independence Program (FIP) benefit group must include a dependent child 
who lives with a legal parent, stepparent or other qualifying caretaker.  Department of 
Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 210 (July 1, 2013), p 1. 
 
The Respondent was an ongoing Family Independence Program (FIP) benefits from 
March 1, 2014, through May 31, 2014.  On December 30, 2013, the Respondent 
reported that a minor child had move out of her household.  Due to Department error, 
the Department failed to act on this information within a reasonable period of time.  As a 
result, the Respondent received Family Independence Program (FIP) benefits totaling 
$  that she was not eligible to receive because she was not eligible for any FIP 
benefits without an eligible child in her home.  Department policy requires that these 
benefits that the Respondent was not eligible for be recouped. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, finds that the Department did establish a FIP benefit OI to Respondent totaling 
$  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department is AFFIRMED.  
 
The Department is ORDERED to initiate collection procedures for a $  OI in 
accordance with Department policy.    
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