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   Direct Support Services (DSS) is established by the Social Welfare Act, MCL 
400.1-.119b.  The program is administered by the Department pursuant to MCL 400.10 
and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code R 400.3603. 
 
Additionally, Direct Support Services (DSS) are goods and services provided to help 
families achieve self-sufficiency. DSS includes Employment Support Services (ESS) 
and Family Support Services (FSS) that directly correlates to removing an employment-
related barrier.  BEM 232.  There is no entitlement for DSS. The decision to authorize 
DSS is within the discretion of the DHS or the MWA.  BEM 232. 
 
Claimant’s application was denied in October, 2014.  However, as the decision to 
authorize DSS is solely within the discretion of DHS or MWA, the reason Claimant was 
denied matters little.  By the very nature of the program, Claimant could have been 
denied for good reason, bad reason, or no reason at all, absent any patently illegal 
reason for denial—which would be beyond the jurisdiction of the undersigned 
regardless. 
 
Therefore, as the Department has the discretion to make decisions regarding DSS 
funds, and as the Department exercised its discretion to do so, the undersigned has no 
choice but to decide that the Department was correct when it denied Claimant DSS 
funds. 
 
With regard to FAP and MA eligibility, Claimant stated on the record that her only 
grievance with the Department was with regard to DSS eligibility, and there was no 
grievance with regard to the FAP or MA programs. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department 
 

 acted in accordance with Department policy when it denied DSS funds. 
  

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is  
 

 AFFIRMED.  
  

 
 Robert Chavez  
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