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A Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefit group that has a heating expense or contributes to 
the heating expense separate from rent, mortgage or condominium/maintenance payments is 
entitled to the standard heat and utility deduction when their eligibility for FAP benefits is 
determined.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 554 (October 1, 
2014), p 16.  Before February 7, 2014, all Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefit groups 
received this credit regardless of whether their heat and utility expense was separate from their 
other shelter expenses.  BEM 554. 

In this case, the Claimant was an ongoing Food Assistance Program (FAP) recipient as a 
group of one when the Department initiated a routine review of his eligibility to receive 
continuing FAP benefits.  The Claimant receives an adjusted gross income of $  which was 
determined by subtracting the standard $  deduction and his $  average child support 
expenses from his total gross monthly income.  The Claimant did not dispute the Department’s 
monthly income determination.  The Claimant’s excess shelter deduction of $  was 
determined by subtracting 50% of his adjusted gross income from his $  monthly shelter 
expense, which is his only verified and countable monthly shelter expenses. 

The Claimant’s net income of $  was determined by subtracting his excess shelter 
deduction from his adjusted gross income.  A group of one with a net income of $  is 
entitled to a monthly Food Assistance Program (FAP) allotment of $  

The Claimant argued that it was unfair to reduce his benefits so drastically, but was unable to 
identify any specific failure by the Department to apply policy to his circumstances properly. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, 
and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in accordance 
with Department policy when it determined the Claimant’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) 
allotment. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in the 
county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days of the 
receipt date. 
 






