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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, 
and 42 USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers FIP pursuant to 45 CFR 233-260, MCL 400.10, the 
Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3101 to .3131.   

The Claimant requested a hearing protesting the sanctioning of her Family 
Independence Program (FIP) benefits, and a hearing was scheduled for August 6, 
2014.  The Claimant did not attend this hearing, and her case was dismissed.  On 
September 1, 2014, the Claimant requested another hearing, again protesting the 
sanction of her FIP benefits. 

Since the Claimant has already been granted a hearing to protest the actions taken by 
the Department she is not entitled to a second hearing on the same issue. 

The issue presented here is similar of the doctrines of collateral estoppel and res 
judicata.  Under Michigan law, these doctrines prevent parties from bringing an action or 
raising an issue that was previously decided by a court in a final judgment.  Because 
Claimant’s issues have already been addressed and resulting in the dismissal of her 
request for a hearing, the undersigned does not have jurisdiction to hear the issue and 
there is no longer a pending dispute in this matter for the Administrative Law Judge to 
decide.  Pursuant to Mich Admin Code R 400.906 and R 400.903, the claimant’s 
hearing request is HEREBY DISMISSED.   

It is SO ORDERED.  
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