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unavailable or unable to provide these services. Document findings in 
the general narrative in ASCAP. 

Example: Mrs. Smith is in need of home help services. Her spouse is 
employed and is out of the home Monday thru Friday from 7a.m. to 
7p.m. The specialist would not approve hours for shopping, laundry or 
house cleaning as Mr. Smith is responsible for these tasks.  

Example: Mrs. Jones is in need of home help services. Her spouse’s 
employment takes him out of town Monday thru Saturday. The special-
ist may approve hours for shopping, laundry or house cleaning. 
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In this case, the issue is whether the DHS properly issued a negative action to close 
Appellant’s case on the ground that policy does not permit services where there is a 
responsible relative in the home. The ASW properly considered the availability and 
ability of Appellant’s wife to provide care for Appellant based on the information given to 
him by Appellant.  The Adult Services Glossary defines a responsible relative as a 
person’s spouse or a parent of an unmarried child under age 18.  Adult Services 
Glossary (ASG Glossary) 12-1-2007, Page 5 of 6.  Appellant’s spouse meets the 
definition of a responsible relative.  Appellant’s HHS case should be closed based on 
the information available to the ASW at the time of the assessment. 
 
Appellant argues that his wife does not live with him, and never has. Appellant has the 
burden of proof. Appellant offered no evidence in support of separate living 
arrangements, and/or any other reason which would exempt her under federal and state 
law.  

Federal and state law requires that all files of individuals who are recipients of federal 
programs contain correct and necessary verification(s) to establish eligibility. The 
burden is on the recipient.  

Unrefuted evidence herein is that Appellant is married. Policy requires verification that a 
spouse in the home triggers ineligibility unless there is evidence that the spouse meets 
the definition of “unavailable.” verification. None is shown here.  Appellant’s spouse is a 
“responsible relative” as defined under federal and state law.  

Under ASM 120, Appellant has no eligibility for HHS as her spouse is considered to be 
a responsible relative.  As such, this administrative law judge must uphold the 
Department’s denial as it is consistent with federal and state law, and, consistent with 
Department policy. 
 






