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(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Additionally, the allowable FAP expense must be a continuing one. Payments that 
exceed the normal monthly obligation are not deductible as a shelter expense unless 
the payment is necessary to prevent eviction or foreclosure, and it has not been allowed 
in a previous FAP budget.  Additional expenses for optional charges, such as carports, 
etc. are not allowed. .BEM 554, p 13. 
 
Therefore, based on the undisputed facts and DHS policy above, the cat (pet) was not 
an allowable FAP expense. At the hearing, the claimant submitted her manager’s 
verification reducing the monthly charge to $  and a new monthly garage charge of 
$  (claimant Exhibit 2). This was irrelevant information to the above negative case 
action. But, this ALJ went ahead, anyway, and rendered an opinion on whether or not 
the monthly garage charge of $  was an allowable FAP expense. 
 
The claimant testified that the garage was detached from her apartment and was 
optional whether or not it was rented. The DHS policy states optional charges, such as 
carports are not allowed. The garage serves the same purpose as a carport. Therefore, 
in the opinion of this ALJ, The garage rental expense is not allowed. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the $   cat charge as an FAP 
allowable expense. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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