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4. The Claimant never applied for State Emergency Relief (SER).  The Claimant’s 
request for hearing included a request for a hearing regarding  SER which was 
added by her attorney by accident. 

5. The Claimant’s  AHR and attorney was aware of the hearing held on September 8, 
2014, but did not appear.  

6. The Claimant requested a hearing on July 24, 2014, received July 28, 2014, 
protesting the reduction of her FAP benefits.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Additionally, the issue in this case is whether the Claimant met the cooperation 
requirements found in BEM 255 requiring that Claimant’s cooperate with determining 
paternity.  It provides:   
 

FIP, CDC Income Eligible, MA and FAP 

Cooperation is a condition of eligibility. The following individuals who 
receive assistance on behalf of a child are required to cooperate in 
establishing paternity and obtaining support, unless good cause has been 
granted or is pending: 

• Grantee (head of household) and spouse. 
• Specified relative/individual acting as a parent and spouse. 
• Parent of the child for whom paternity and/or support action is 
required. 
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Given the nature of the Claimant’s testimony and her inability to recall details and 
changing story of the one night stand when her child was conceived, and her refusal to 
have her former boyfriend tested even though they may have been involved as 
boyfriend and girlfriend at the time of conception,  it is determined that the Claimant’s 
testimony was not credible and that the Department correctly found that the Claimant 
was in non cooperation and properly removed the Claimant from her FAP group.  BEM 
255 provides:   

Failure to cooperate without good cause results in disqualification of the 
individual who failed to cooperate. The individual and his/her needs are 
removed from the FAP EDG for a minimum of one month. The remaining 
eligible group members will receive benefits.  BEM 255, pp14. 

Lastly, there was no basis for the Claimant’s request for hearing regarding SER as the 
Claimant never applied for SER, and thus there was no issue to be decided.   The 
Claimant advised at the hearing that her attorney requested a hearing for SER in error. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it reduced the Claimant FAP benefits due to 
non-cooperation with the Office of Child Support.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is  
 
AFFIRMED.  
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