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4. On , Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the FIP benefit termination. 
 

5. On an unspecified subsequent date, DHS issued FIP benefits to Claimant from 
7/2014 through the date of hearing, except for the period of . 
 

6. On , DHS mailed a Medical Program Eligibility Notice (see Exhibit 3) 
informing Claimant that her request for PATH deferral was denied. 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c. The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131. Department policies are contained in the Department of Human 
Services Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Department of Human Services Reference Tables 
Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FIP benefit termination, effective 7/2014. It 
was not disputed that the termination was based on an alleged failure by Claimant to 
attend PATH. 
 
DHS conceded that as of 6/12/14, the date that Claimant was found ineligible, Claimant 
should have been deferred from PATH participation due to medical reasons. After 
realizing their error DHS reinstated Claimant’s FIP eligibility from 7/2014. DHS 
presented a Benefit Summary Inquiry (Exhibits 1-2) as proof of the reinstatement of 
Claimant’s FIP eligibility. Claimant’s AHR observed that DHS failed to reinstate 
Claimant’s eligibility for the period of . During the hearing, DHS conceded 
the error and agreed that Claimant was entitled to receive FIP benefits for the first half 
of 7/2014. The DHS concession is consistent with DHS policy and presented facts. DHS 
will be ordered to reinstate Claimant for FIP benefits for the period of . 
 
Claimant’s AHR was not yet satisfied with the administrative outcome. Claimant’s AHR 
noted that DHS improperly sent Claimant to attend PATH on multiple occasions when 
Claimant should have been medically deferred. Claimant’s AHR also disputed a 
determination that Claimant was found ineligible for medical deferral (see Exhibit 3). 
 
The Michigan Administrative Hearing System may grant a hearing about any of the 
following: 

 Denial of an application and/or supplemental payments. 
 Reduction in the amount of program benefits or service. 
 Suspension or termination of program benefits or service. 
 Restrictions under which benefits or services are provided. 
 Delay of any action beyond standards of promptness. 
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