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The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180.   

A Family Independence Program (FIP) benefit group must include a dependent child 
who lives with a legal parent, stepparent or other qualifying caretaker.  Department of 
Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 210 (July 1, 2013), p 1. 

The Department’s Program Eligibility Manual contains the following policy statements 
and instructions for caseworkers regarding the State Disability Assistance program: to 
receive State Disability Assistance, a person must be disabled, caring for a disabled 
person or age 65 or older.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM) 261 (July 1, 2013), pp 1-8.   

On June 13, 2014, the Claimant applied for cash assistance as a group of one and did 
not claim to be disabled on her application.  The Claimant does not meet the 
Department’s definition of primary caretaker of a minor child, and does not meet the 
Department’s definition of disabled.  Therefore, the Claimant is not eligible for cash 
assistance under either the Family Independence Program (FIP) or State Disability 
Assistance (SDA) program. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s application for 
assistance. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
 
 
  

 

 Kevin Scully
 
 
 
Date Signed:  9/12/2014 
 
Date Mailed:   9/12/2014 
 
KS/las 

Administrative Law Judge
for Maura Corrigan, Director

Department of Human Services






