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(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
The evidence submitted by the Department does not provide any reason that the May 6, 
2014, Verification Checklist (DHS-3503) was issued. There is no explanation of why 
Claimant’s FAP was not closed on May 16, 2014, the due date for the checklist. There 
are case comments in evidence. On February 5, 2014 the case worker made an entry 
about Claimant’s FAP being approved by a mass update without having an interview. 
The next entry is June 5, 2014, stating Claimant reported end of income and the FAP 
was closed for not providing the verifications requested in May. Because of the 
documented abnormalities in processing Claimant’s FAP, the validity and requirement 
of the May 6, 2014 Verification Checklist (DHS-3503) is questionable.  
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing that it acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
closed Claimant’s Food Assistance Program on June 5, 2014. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Reinstate Claimant’s Food Assistance Program.  

2. Re-determine her Food Assistance Program eligibility from July 1, 2014 ongoing. 

3. Issue Claimant a Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605) stating the re-determination. 

  
 

 Gary F. Heisler
 
 
Date Signed:  8/26/2014 
Date Mailed:   8/26/2014 

Administrative Law Judge
for Maura Corrigan, Director
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