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(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 

Under the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), all Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) automatically received a flat credit on their Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) eligibility budgets for a heat and utility expense.  Effective May 1, 2014, 
Department policy requires the removal of the heat and utility expense from Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) recipient’s budgets when determining their eligibility to 
receive continuing benefits.  Food Assistance Program (FAP) recipients that receive the 
heat and utility expense credit are not entitled to additional utility expense.  Department 
of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 554 (May 1, 2014), p 15. 

The Claimant was an ongoing Food Assistance Program (FAP) when the Department 
redetermined her eligibility for continuing benefits.  The Claimant does not have a 
monthly obligation for heating and therefore is not entitled to the heat and utility 
expense deduction.  The Department gave the Claimant credit for non-heat electricity 
and telephone expenses.  The reduction of monthly expenses that the Claimant is 
entitled to on her Food Assistance Program (FAP) budget caused her monthly allotment 
of benefits to drop to $  

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined the Claimant’s Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) eligibility as of August 1, 2014. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
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