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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to 42 CFR 435, MCL 
400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180.   
 
As stated in BEM 513 (7/1/13), p 3, “Financial need exists if there is at least a $10 
deficit after income is budgeted.  If there is no deficit, the group is ineligible for 
assistance.”  Claimant was receiving more than $745 bi-weekly.  The Department’s 
SDA Income Test is found at Exhibit 1 Page 21. 
 
When the Department calculates an SDA income test, it takes into account, among 
many other factors, the earned and unearned income the Claimant receives.  The 
Claimant did not dispute the amounts used by the Department in his budget although he 
testified that he was not actually receiving the income at the time; he received the 
income in later payments.  There is no evidence that the Department erred in its 
calculation of Claimant’s SDA benefits after taking into account his monthly unearned 
income and expenses.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted 
in accordance with Department policy when it decreased Claimant’s Food Assistance 
Program benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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