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policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 
and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b. The SER program is administered by the Department (formerly 
known as the Family Independence Agency) pursuant to MCL 400.10 and by Mich 
Admin Code, R 400.7001 through R 400.7049. Department policies are contained in the 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).  
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59. The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105. Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual 
(RFT). 
 
Claimant’s hearing request checked that he had SER, FAP, and MA disputes. Claimant 
testified that his SER dispute is resolved. Claimant testified that he mistakenly 
requested a FAP benefit hearing. Claimant testified that he does not need a hearing 
concerning MA benefits. Claimant’s hearing request will be dismissed concerning these 
issues. The analysis will continue for Claimant’s SDA eligibility. 
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 
disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  DHS administers the SDA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3151-400.3180.  DHS policies for 
SDA are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility 
Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
SDA provides financial assistance to disabled adults who are not eligible for Family 
Independence Program (FIP) benefits. BEM 100 (1/2013), p. 4. The goal of the SDA 
program is to provide financial assistance to meet a disabled person's basic personal 
and shelter needs. Id. To receive SDA, a person must be disabled, caring for a disabled 
person, or age 65 or older. BEM 261 (1/2012), p. 1. 
 
A person is disabled for SDA purposes if he/she: 
 receives other specified disability-related benefits or services, see Other Benefits or 

Services below, or 
 resides in a qualified Special Living Arrangement facility, or 
 is certified as unable to work due to mental or physical disability for at least 90 days 

from the onset of the disability; or 
 is diagnosed as having Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 

Id. 
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Presumably, DHS is not bound by final SSI denials on SDA applications only because a 
client could be disabled for longer than 90 days (the durational requirement for SDA 
benefits) but not for the 12 month period required for MA and SSI eligibility. After the 
“final” SSA denial of disability, Claimant’s only path to disability could be based on a 
temporary disability, one longer than 3 months but less than 12 months.  
 
Claimant contended that he was disabled because of psychological problems, back 
pain, and seizures. The evidence was indicative of chronic and ongoing pain rather than 
a temporary exacerbation of pain. This finding is consistent with the SSA administrative 
hearing decision which evaluated Claimant for complaints of chronic and ongoing pain. 
The finding is also consistent with Claimant’s statement that he applied for SSA benefits 
on two different occasions, presumably over a several year period. It is found that 
Claimant seeks disability based on an ongoing claim of disability, not a temporary 
disability.  
 
Based on the presented evidence, it is found that the final denial of SSI benefits is 
binding on Claimant’s claim for purposes of SDA eligibility. Accordingly, it is found that 
DHS properly terminated Claimant’s SDA eligibility. Claimant is encouraged to reapply 
for SDA benefits and to verify a worsening in his condition. 
 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that Claimant has no SER, MA or FAP benefit dispute. Claimant’s hearing 
request is PARTIALLY DISMISSED. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS properly terminated Claimant’s SDA eligibility, effective 4/2014, 
based on a determination that Claimant is not disabled. The actions taken by DHS are 
AFFIRMED. 
 

__________________________ 
Christian Gardocki 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed: 7/30/2014 
 
Date Mailed: 7/30/2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL: The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of 
the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, 
within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 






